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very desirable that he should be in better hands, and I thought that Reshid restored to office would prove a suitable keeper of the Imperial conscience. When he was at Balta Liman on the Bosphorus in 1843, we wished mutually to meet; but in Turkey an unemployed minister has to be constantly on his guard, as intercourse with a foreign ambassador lays him open to suspicion, and therefore we had to meet in a third house and quite secretly. A change of ministers in due season was the consequence of these meetings, and I found in Reshid Pasha on many occasions a friendly and powerful auxiliary. We agreed in principle on most questions of reform, but in point of execution he was timid and tardy, not indeed so much from any unwillingness to act as from the difficulty of bringing" his colleagues into accordance with his views.
" In truth if the Pasha had some distinguished qualities, he had also his failings, and if he had many warm friends, he had an equal number of insidious rivals. In three respects he differed remarkably from most of his race and creed. He was tender-hearted, extremely susceptible of blame, and beyond measure apprehensive of death. The love of life is more or less natural to all of us ; to him the very idea of death was so painful that the perception of his feeling even in conversation distressed me. A grandchild of his scarcely emerging from infancy died at his house in town, and he would never sleep again under that roof.
" He had learnt from some quarter that I did not entirely exempt him from the charge of building up his private fortune at the public expense, and to remove the impression from my mind he sent me a detailed statement of the sources of his income and the modes of his expenditure. His temperament in short was highly impressionable, and in talking of the Sultan, he would sometimes, when displeased, employ the most disrespectful expressions. Such imprudences were atoned for at other times by extreme demonstrations of a contrary kind. One day when he was present at an audience I had of Abdu-1-Mejid, his Majesty paid him a compliment in my hearing. He ducked so low and so suddenly in testimony of his satisfaction that I literally lost sight of him, and could not